
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



60 



THE DUBUX PEXXY JOURNAL. 



IRELAND'S EYE. 



** HwE you e\eY been at Ireland's Eye?*' Piiqmred a 
friend a fehoit time since. "No,*' said I, "never." " Then [ 
Hould reoomiaend \outo ao, and I think >ou will be 
highly gratified," rejoined lie : " the natural features are 
eTtraordinai\ — >ou will have an opportunity of examin- 
ing the Tuins of' St. Xe^san's Church, one of our oldest 
ecclesiastical edifices ; the rocks called the Stags are well 
worth seeing ; ther^ are plenty of gulls if you w isJi to 
have a shot, and the evcursiou by water may serve you.** 
" I'll see about it," ^aid T, and we paited. 

My cuiiofeity was excited. On arriving at home, 1 con- 
sulted Seward's Ttjpography, and found the following ac- i 
count and dcbciiptiou of the object of my solicitude. ' 

"Ireland's E\e i» a small island on tlie coa^^t of the j 
county Dublin, one mile north of Howth ; it belongs to i 
the barony of Coo lock, and was anciently called Adros ; 
by Ptolomy, Adriu-deserta ; by Pliny, Andros ; and 
by Richard Ciren, JEdria, It is composed of a hii*h 
rock on the north side, and what i< called the Stati^, on 
the east ; the latter being \eiy dangciou> to ^hipping : 
the island produces mauy curious medicinal ]dants, which, 
in the month* of June and Jnh, \ield a ^Woui-, odorife- 
rous effluvia ; it wa^ fonneily joined to the Hill of 
Howth,* and on the southward are the uiin& of a ^null 
chapel very anyient. St. Nes^an founded an abbey here, 
about^^thie^^e^t 57p, and heie was preserved the book ot 
the Four Goipel*, called the Garland of Howth." 

" Excellent," thought I, " rock«, luins, and ro&emarv, 
this is just the thing'' — and after a dreary night, during 
which, fetags, shipwrecks, saints, and sea-gulls, floating 
mixed and commingled, crossed my imagination ; I staitei 
in the morning on my voyage of discovery. 

Skirting along the shore of the " Beautiful Bay,'' I ap- 
proached the ruined abbey of Kilbarrock, a monument 
of the piety of John de Couic^ the younger, lord of 
Rathenny and Kilbarrock, a natural son of the celebra- 
ted De Courcj, earl of Ulster ; His career was short. On 
the disgrace of his father, he was basely murdered by the 
De Lacys, in the year 1205, and this is his only memo- 
rial. Here, rising above the low sandy istlimus, may be 
perceived in thp '^'^nce, the \enerable head of St. Nes- 
fcan's Sanctuary^ and on passhig the castle of Sutton, the 
ancient foitalice of Sir Armoricus St, Lawrence, Ire- 
l^nd'^ E\e appears in its full propoitions, stretching from 
east to w e&t, exactly opposite the capacious harbour of 
Howth ; it effectually secuies that asjlum from the nor- 
thern bla-'t. At the eastern extremity the appearance of 
the stags is ceitainly extremely curious. The inland seems 
as if chopped short by some mighty pow er, and a huge 
and massive fragment flung out into the surrounding 
waters, where it stands black, isolated, and bare, having 
a strong resemblance to a church with a lofty steeple and 
spire. The centre of the inland ri^es to a considerable 
height, the rough granite showing like a rugged vertebrae 
above the scanty turf. The western extremity is termi- 
nated by a rocky mound of slight ele\ation, and of which, 
a martello tow er appears to form a portion. The south 
side, or that next the view, slopes gradually to the w aters 
^d^Gi and forms a verdant lawn of lively green, in the 
centre of which, St. Nessan's Church, rears its simple and 
unfiretending steeple ; while the northern boundarr, 
as I afterw ards ascertained, is composed of rocks, high, 
broken, and precipitous, their base worn into a thousand 
fantastic forms by the action of the never-resting ocean. 
Ha^ ing taken the foregoing sketch-j" from the upper 
roitd, immediately over Sir E. S. Lees' cottage, I pro- 
ceeded to the harbour, and procuring a boat, was soon 
fcriied acioss ; the distance seemed more than a mile, 
but owins: to the current caused by the tide rushing 
throuijrh the naiiow channel, it is necessary to make a 
considerable detour. On the passage, our conversation 
natuiaily turned on the Inland. " Indeed, sir," said one 
v<f \n\ noiidoliPi^, "it h a eurions place, I wonder what 
made them c\( i build a church on it, or where did they 
think thejM find a congrci^ation— barin' the sea-g lUs." 



* Probably before the deluge ; but coitaiuly not since. 
I Sec Tirst Pa^c, 



"Is i\\Ha no person living on it now ?" said L " No," re- 
plied he, "only the water-guard that lives in the tower, 
and a lonesome time he has of it." " Has he much to 
do r" I asked. " Sorra haporth, but to gather mushrooms," 
replied my friend. " There's plenty of foxes, though; my 
lord put them here to breed, and they say they're eating- 
one another — and there's a soldier buried there beyondi" 
pointing to a rocky islet or key we were approaching — 
" he cut his throat in the barracks at Howth, and they 
brought him here," " Why ?" said I. « Why! because he 
was not fit for Christian company," was his answer, and 
it was conclusive. 

We landed on the south side, and I pioceeded to the 
ruins ; they stand in a slight hollow, a short distance from 
the beach, and at present are little better than an unde- 
fined hea]). The Church w^as very small, about 12 feet 
by 24 in the interior ; the walls, composed of rough peb- 
ble^ and fragnuents of flint give evidence of the most remote 
antiquity. There are no traces of windows, except that 
an aperture in the north wall may have contained one, 
possibly they were nothujg more than loop-holes. A 
great peculiarity in it> structure is, that the porch and 
bell-tower are at the ea^t end ; this porch is vaulted — the 
aieh (^euu-ciicular) i"^ conipo-^ed of squared blocks of 
that dcNCiiption of ^Unw called calpe, which is said to be 
almost peculiar to Dublin distiict, and must ha\e been 
brought from tite mainland — they aie legularly ananged 
and weM cemented- 0\er this is the tower, which, judg- 
ing from what remains, has been round, or of a conical 
or sugar loaf shape ; but a small poition of one side re- 
mains, and the entire is luxuriantly o\ergrown by a va- 
riety of beautiful plants, now in full flower, specimens of 
which I have seen in various conservatories. 

Observing the present dilapidated state of the building 
to my companions, I was informed that the walls had 
been throw^n down and the materials removed to Howth, 
to assist in erecting a chapel ; surely, thought I, it must 
have been from an idea of their peculiar sanctity, for 
bringing stones to Howth is not unlike " carrying coals 
to Newcastle." 

May I hazard a conjecture respecting the position of 
the belfry— perhaps the altar was placed in that part of 
the building I have called the porch, and to this the bell- 
rope descended. Beside the religious connected with the 
establishment, there could not be any congregation as- 
sembled in the church from its extreme smallness, and the 
tolling of the bell, by the officiating clergyman, might 
give notice to the inhabitants of the mainland of the dif- 
ferent parts of the ceremony in which he w^as engaged, 
and so regulate their devotions. 

This church, rude and primitive as it has been in its 
construction, yet had the honour, prior to the year 1235, 
of constituting a member of the Chapter of Saint Patrick's 
Cathedral, Dublin, being the Prebendal Church of 
Howth ; but the situation being inconvenient, the dignity 
was removed to Howth in that year, and conferred upon 
the Church of the Virgin Mary, the building at present 
Known as the Ruined Abbey. Seward, in the extract 
given above, follows Archdall in ascribing its foundation 
to Saint Nessan, but this is controverted by the erudite 
Doctor Lanigan, in his Ecclesiastical History of Ireland, 
vol. XL pp. 102, 103. 

If there ever was a monastery on this island, it must 
have been constructed of turf or w^attles. With the ex- 
ception of the church, there is not tlie slightest appear- 
ance of foundations ; — and as it is nearly uninhabited, 
(probably so for ages,) only occasionally visited, and does 
not appear to have been at any period regularl}^ brought 
under tillage, the probability is, if there had been such 
an establishment constructed of lime and stone, some 
trace would remain to point out its locality. Near the 
church are the marksof mounds and trenches, but although 
the soil appears rich, j et it is now uncultivated and over- 
grow^n with fern and briais ; I did not perceive a single 
shrub, and remarking the circumstance, one of the boat- 
men informed me a relative of his had, some time fciuce, 
rented it at ten pound per annum, but w^as obliged to ui\e 
it up as a bad bargain ; he also ^aid they had tji< d to 
j)lant it, but the speculation failed. It now a]>pears abai*- 
doned to its original wildness ; a few hordes, who bound in 
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iiRcontrolJed libwty over tlic yieldir-^; turf, beicg the only 
vi5?ible signs of proprietorship. 

The situation is admirahly adapted for retirement and 
contemplation, placed at. a convenient distance from the 
niainlnnd, and sheltered on the rig-ht of the ehoro from 
the riulc assaults of the warring clemcrts. In the world, 
and yet removed fron? it, it must have formed a happy 
retreat from the turmoil of life. The view from the 
Mi:junit of the island is deliu-htful ; placed, as before ob- 
served, exactly ojiposite the harbour of Howth, the ru^r- 
ired promontory of Dun C'rimthcm appears to the left, 
tTea?tin,2r the surr,^e in all its saviii,^e grandeur — the mo- 
thini Hail Road now winding up its steep declivity — in 
front the Light House — Harbour — Town, and ruined 
Ahh^y Church — backed by the serried mountain ridge. — 
Tu the right, tlic proud Baronial Castle of the noble St. 



Laurence'^, embosomed m wood, from which the modest 
steeple of the Parish Church peeps forth — the hill gra- 
dually sinking, or abruptly breaking down into the low 
neck that joins it to the highly cultivated level of Fingal 
— that level dotted with its marks of human life — the 
shore trending away to the west and north, on which ap- 
pears the fishing village of Baldoyle, with its tiny fleet 
of hookers — the bay enlivened by the glancing sails of 
the fleet cutter, or surged by the propelling wheels o- 
the rapid steamer ; while over and beyond, to the south* 
rise the Wicklow Mountains, their bases hazy and indi:;- 
C'tinct from the smoke of thousands of habitations, and 
their indented summits seeming to blend and to harmo- 
nize with the blue sky abcve them — altogether forming a 
panorama of unrivalled beauty and magnificence. 




RUINS OF SAINT 

Haring examined the Ruins, of which the accompany- 
ing sketch vill, I think, convey a correct idea, I pro- 
ceeded to " the Stags,'* and the tide being out, I with 
some diflftculty scrambled to the foot of the precipice. — 
This natural curiosity consists of tliree distinct masses of 
rock ; the largest juts out from the shore, with which it 
is connected : in form it is square, and on all sides per- 
fectly perpendicular ; its enormous head rises consider- 
ably above the adjacent part of the Island — at least 100 
feet — and it seems, as it stands abutting the ocean, like 
some proud bidvvark ^or old Donjon keep, spurning the 
waves that continually a?sault its foundation, and bidding 
defiance even to the tooth of time. The other masses 
are detached, and stand at a short distance amid the 
waters ; the midmost also rises to a considerable eleva- 
tion, and terminates in a pointed pinnacle rising from a 
square base, having, as noticed, some resemblance to a 
Church ; while the third, of smaller dimensions, assumes 
a pyramidal form. Here, among the beetling cliffs, the 
gulls, who we may consider the aborigines of the Island, 
have established their eyrie, and sought a refuge ; and like 
the descendants of the Britons of old, still keep possession 
of this — the Wales of Inis Nessan, 

Even here they are not safe. A party of gentlemen 
arrived during my visit, and commenced a regular attack 
on them ; and while I stood at the foot of their strong 
hold, they fell around me. Th^ir wild and piercing 
scieam, ys llif^y wheeled uith rapid wing round the home 
•f their hearts and the nr^tVing phcc of their orogcnv- - 



NESSAN'S CHURCH, 
the »ullen roar of the waters as the long surge came in 
and dashed, broken and fretted, among the rocks — the 
sudden, sharp, crack-crack of the double barrell'd deto- 
nator, reverberating from cliff to cliff — the occasional 
■bout of exultation which arose as the devoted victims 
fell — combined with the natural wildness and sublimity of 
the scene — made an impression on my mind, as I mused 
at the base of the frowning precipice, that will not readily 
be forgotten. 

But I fear I have been too prolix, and mayhap have 
tired your patience, we will, therefore, return to our bark, 
which, after a long pull and a strong pull, landed me 
■afely on that truly magnificent evidence of the skill and 
perseverance of man — the Pier of Howth, gratified almost 
to satiety with my excursioh. 

And now, kind reader, allow me to enquire, Have you 
ever been at Ireland's Eye ? if you answer never, I give 
you the advice nay friend gave me, and strongly recom- 
mend you to follow it. R. A. 

TO ASSIST PERSONS IN DANGER OF DROWNING. 

This desirable object may be attained by the following very 
simple means : a man's hat and pocket-handkerchief being 
all the apparatus necessary. Spread the handkerchief on the 
ground, and ])lace a hat, with the brim upwards, in the middle 
of the handkerchief; then tie the handkerchief over the hat, as 
you would do a bundle, keeping the knots as nesurly as possible 
in one hand, and keeping the crown of the hat upwards, any 
person, though unable to swim, may fearlessly plunge into th« 
water with a rofs, to save the life of a fellow-crenture. 



